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Before beginning work on this paper I had little interest or knowledge of genealogy.  I’ve since learned that genealogy has become a popular hobby.  According to articles in TIME and USA TODAY by author and former LA Times columnist Gregory Rodriguez (Ref”: https://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/genealogy-second-most-popular-hobby-us/), genealogy has become the second-most popular hobby in the United States.   Much of the growth in this hoibby is due to a increasing interest in personal ethnicity, genetic health and curiosity about immigrant ancestors.  Research is fueled by advances and increasing availability of  DNA information and digitized records.  

Digitized internet records include (in no particular order):
WikiTree.com is a free, shared social networking genealogy website that allows users individually to research and contribute to their own personal family trees, while building and collaborating on a singular worldwide family tree within the same system.  

Geni.com:  Geni is a commercial genealogy and social networking website, owned by Israeli private company MyHeritage. It aime to create a family tree of the world.  

FamilySearch.org is one of the most popular genealogical resources in the world. The site is sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is free and available to the public
Personal Ancestral File "PAF":  A Windows software app for creating a family tree.  Beginning July 15, 2013, PAF will be retired and will no longer be available for download or support. For full details and for information on alternative products, please visit http://familysearch.org/PAF.  For the last several years, FamilySearch has focused on building relationships with partner organizations to deliver better overall services to the market. This has facilitated better patron experiences with FamilySearch and the partner products. The past several years have seen Ancestral Quest, Legacy Family Tree, and RootsMagic introduced as significantly better alternatives to PAF.

Ancestry.com is a privately held online company based in Lehi, Utah.The largest for-profit genealogy company in the world, it operates a network of genealogical, historical record and genetic genealogy websites.. 

Family Tree Maker: Software, Ancestry used to sell and support Family Tree Maker software, a family tree program that can be installed on your computer. In 2016, Ancestry announced the purchase of Family Tree Maker by Software MacKiev. Family Tree Maker is now sold and supported by Software MacKiev.

GEDmatch is an open data personal genomics database and genealogy website based in Lake Worth, Florida. The website gained significant coverage in April 2018 after it was used by law enforcement to identify a suspect in the Golden State Killer case in California. Other law enforcement agencies started using GEDmatch, making it "the de facto DNA and genealogy database for all of law enforcement,"

MyHeritage is an online genealogy platform with web, mobile, and software products and services that was first developed and popularized by the Israeli company MyHeritage in 2003. Users of the platform can create family trees, upload and browse through photos, and search through over 9 billion historical records, among other features.  As of 2018, the service supports 42 languages and has around 92 million users worldwide.  In 2016, it launched a genetic testing service called MyHeritage DNA. In January 2017 it was reported that MyHeritage has 35 million family trees on its website.

Sources for one’s genealogical (i.e. family history) information that I have personally acquired include (in no particular order):
State, Federal and County government records of births, deaths, marriages and probate records 
Internet websites such as http://www.ancestry.com and http://www.familysearch.com
Church and cemetery records.

Family lore from relatives 

Family Bibles and photo albums

Newspaper obituaries.

DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) records,

Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints) microfilm records,

Ellis Island, Castle Island  records and ship’s manifest lists
Various historic societies (i.e., Anne Arundel County Genealogical Society one of hundreds if not thousands of state, county and local societies)
Fortunately much if not most or the available genealogical information is inexpensive or free using one’s computer or a computer at a public library.  

In my research for this paper I learned that I have an ancestor that was a survivor of a historic shipwreck.  James Lee of County Donegal, Ireland (one of my 6th great grandfathers ) and his wife Isabella, were part of a group of 49 related Lee family members who sailed from Londonderry, Ireland on July 9, 1785 aboard the vessel Faithful Steward which was shipwrecked off Cape Henlopen, Delaware on September 1, 1785. There were reportedly 249 passengers aboard, all but 68 were said to have perished. Among those who survived were four of  the Lee family. James and his wife Isabella both drowned but their son James Lee (1759-1843) my 6th great grandfather.
Of primary interest to most if not all genealogy hobbyists is the origin of the earliest ancestor of one’s surname.  My earliest known LeFaive ancestor was Francois LeFaive born Quebec 1799.  His greatgrandson Wilfred emigrated to Michigan.
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