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United States Senator from Delaware 
( March 4, 1929 - January 3, 1941 )
Sussex County - Republican - Age 45 - Farmer - Methodist
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 " John Gillis Townsend, Jr. " 
( Official State Portrait )


Facts: 

His wife Jennie was killed in an automobile accident during his first year in office as Governor

44th Governor to be elected to office 

2nd Governor to have a Lt. Governor of a different party 

2nd Longest surviving Governor, Age 92 

Years of Elected Service to Delaware: " 19 "

Date & Place of Birth:
     May 31, 1871, Bishopville, Maryland 

     Parents: John Gillis, Sr. & Mariedith Dukes Townsend
     Marrried:     Jennie Collins - ( 1872 - 1917 ) 
     Children: 
          John G., III - ( ??-1966 ) 
          Jennie Thelma - ( 1907-1907 ) 
          Paul - ( ??-1940 ) 
          Julian - ( ??-1968 ) 
          Preston Coleman 
          Edith - ( ??-1980 ) - married a Tubbs 
          Lyla - ( ??-1983 ) - married a Savoy 

      Facts about his life: 

Attended the rural schools 

Moved to Selbyville, Delaware, in 1895 and engaged in banking 

Served in the Delaware State House of Representatives 1901-1903 

Elected as the 57th Governor of Delaware by defeating future U.S. Senator "James H. Hughes" and served from January 16, 1917 to January 18, 1921 

"Lewis T. Eliason" was elected as Delaware's 5th Lt. Governor

Elected as a Republican to the United States Senate in 1928; reelected in 1934 and served from March 4, 1929 to January 3, 1941; unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1940 being defeated by "James M. Tunnell" 

Member of the Mount Rushmore National Memorial Commission 1939-1940 

Trustee of several colleges and universities 

Resumed banking, agricultural pursuits, and the raising and processing of poultry and vegetables 

Military Service: None 

Date & Place of Death:
     April 10, 1964 - Philiadelphia, Pa. - Age 92 

Place of burial:
     Red Men's Cemetery, Selbyville, DE 

Home(s):     Selbyville, Delaware 

Governor Townsend has a "Find A Grave" record. 
http://www.russpickett.com/history/delgov4.htm [n.b., a very interesting site]

